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INTRODUCTION 
 My December 2014 Troy Town News article "The British Have Come" concentrated on British emigration to 
Troy in the 1890s to early 1900s which was higher than most periods in Troy's history. I had a variety of source 
materials on this subject, being a descendent of a number of these immigrants including my father, Walter Moore, his 
parents, 2 sisters, and his cousin who emigrated to Troy in 1904 preceded in 1893 with his grandmother, step-
grandfather, and 4 aunts all who came from the English midlands and primarily the city of Kidderminster. From a cousin 

in England family history I learned that my ancestors who emigrated here in 1893 were recruited 
with passage paid by Troy Blanket Mills, being expert textile workers in a carpet factory in 
Kidderminster. The knowledge of other British who emigrated here came from obituaries, news-
clippings, and visiting some of them or being visited by them as friends of the family while growing 
up in Troy. At the end of the article I asked any reader who had knowledge of other British 
immigrants to Troy to contact me. I had a reply from Marilyn Woods of Troy about her ancestors 
on her mother's side of the family who emigrated here earlier than my ancestors, accompanied by 
genealogical records, and an 84 page handwritten letter entitled "A Brief Account Of William 
Horsfall's Tour To America (Commencing On May 1st and Ending July 24th 1883)'' written by 
William as a personal report to his friends and relatives in England accompanied by a news-clipping 
on his retirement celebration in 1892. 
 These ancestors were discussed in my January 2015 TTN article titled "Some British Came 
Earlier" which revealed the identity of William Horsfall and his role in Marilyn Woods’ ancestry. 

Her great-great grandmother, Harriet Birwhistle Hartley had a sister, Ann, who married William 
Horsfall, a manager of a carpet factory in Kidderminster, and a brother, Thomas A, Birtwhistle, who as a British 
immigrant had been living in MA since 1856, moved to Troy in 1869 with his wife, Susannah and children, and was 
employed for much of the rest of his life by Troy Blanket Mills where by 1883 he had become a foreman.  
 The itinerary of William Horfall's Tour of America with Ann, and her niece, Mary Ellen Hartley, daughter of 
Harriet, was to travel by ship for about 10 days from Liverpool England to New York Harbor, then take a boat ride to 
Fall River MA from which they would travel to Troy to spend some time visiting with Thomas and family. Then with 
Mary Ellen staying with Susannah and family in Troy, William, Ann, and Thomas would travel mainly by train with side 
trips by horse and carriage on a 4 week tour of America as far away as Philadelphia and Niagara Falls which would end 
with a several day tour of New York City and a train ride from there to Keene, from which they would travel to Troy for 
a 2 week stay, then tour Boston for a week, from which they would travel 10 days by ship to Liverpool, and home to 
Kidderminster by train. His Tour of America in 1883 is a rare primary source 132 year old document written in great 
detail on a number of subjects including not only the communities and their places of interest they visited but also the 
factories, especially textile ones along the way. It contains not only what he saw but also his thoughts and opinions, what 
was paid for goods and services, and historical and statistical accounts. It is truly fascinating reading which makes one 
think they are actually on the tour in 1883 and is a great source for school reports from upper elementary school through 
college. Now it can be read online via the Troy Library Website featuring Troy history. 
 When I read his comments on Troy NH, having for over 50 years studied Troy history, I realized that most of 
them, especially those on the way of life of the people of the town, had never been published and with the passage of 132 
years would be nearly totally unknown today. What a coincidence! With this gift from Marilyn Woods I had discovered 
a new history of Troy the month before its Bicentennial of 200 years since incorporation in 1815! Such a rare find with 
so much unknown knowledge just had to be published this year.  
 After considerable research I have determined that William Horsfall's Tour Of America In 1883 document 
portrays life in Troy that year with information otherwise unknown that is in general similar to that in 1815 when the 
town was incorporated. Therefore, this series is to a great extent a portrayal of living in Troy in 1815 and as a booklet is 
a true bicentennial document. The town only grew 120 in population between 1820, the year of the first US Census since 
incorporation, and the 1880 one. Although in the meantime some nationalities such as the British, Irish, and French 

Canadians had emigrated here the vast majority of the population remained as in 1815: persons 
who were born in Troy, had moved there themselves,  or had ancestors who had moved here from 
other states, especially MA, and were mainly Baptists or Congregationalists in church affiliation. 
Likewise, they made their living in 1815 as in 1883 from farming, owning small businesses, or 
being employed by the owners. According to Dr. M. T. Stone in his 1897 History of Troy the town 
in 1815 had sawmills, grist mills, pottery shops, a scythe factory, a tannery, a fulling mill which in 
the process of making woolen cloth cleaned the fibers of impurities and made it thicker, carding 
mill to disentangle woolen fibers and line them up to be spun into yarn, and a wooden ware shop 
manufacturing mortars (bowls for crushing and grinding ingredients for processing), bowls, plates, 
spools and trays. A number of these business were powered by water in streams and brooks going 
over waterwheels in 1815 as they were in 1883. The coming of the railroad in 1847 and 
establishment by Thomas Goodall in 1857 of a mill incorporated in 1860 as Troy Blanket Mills 
were 2 factors in place in 1883 that would lead to great changes in the community beginning in the 
1890s. However, they had by that year not made such an impact as to make a significant difference 
in the way of life in Troy as compared to 1815. 

William Horsefall 



EXPERIENCING TROY NH IN 1883  PART I 
 According to the US Census the population of Troy in 1880 was 796 persons, a growth of only 120 persons from 
the 1820 US Census, the first after its incorporation as a town. With a 2010 US Census population of 2,145 the town in 
1883 was much smaller than today with more land in forests and farms and fewer buildings roads, and streets. There 
were no telephones, electrically wired nor indoor plumbing buildings, nor motorized transportation except for trains. One 
traveled  in the Troy area on dirt streets and roads either by walking, on horseback, in horse-drawn vehicles, or very 
likely to some extent oxen pulled carts. 
 With this background information in this year of the 200th Anniversary of Troy as an incorporated town and 
when the movie “Back To The Future” was set, let us go 132 years ”back to the past” as William Horsfall introduces us 
to Troy as he experienced it with my paraphrasing ...: 
 After a long trip with a tumultuous ocean ride to New York City Harbor, then a 180 mile boat trip in Fall River 
MA, and a long train ride from there we rejoiced that we finally had an opportunity for rest and relaxation as we 
disembarked at the Troy station. It was a joy to be met by my wife’s brother, Thomas A. Birtwhistle, whom she had not 
seen for over 25 years and his British immigrant wife, Susannah, and the 2 children born in America who were still 
living at home. 
 Troy “is small but very beautiful village surrounded with Hills, 
Mountains, and Lakes.” To the  west are the Green Mountains, a range 
about 300 miles long. To the east is a large mountain named Grand 
Monadnock.  Many people climb it not only from the local area but also 
from far away and often arrive by train at the Troy station and then travel 
by carriage to and up from the base to the “Mountain House” which is 
about a mile from the summit. It was so rough going that it took us 2 
hours to climb this distance.  It was not the clearest of days but the views 
were grand.  You could see about 80 miles in all directions. “I could 
myself count 30 ponds or lakes and was told that over 50 can be counted 
on a clear day.” 
 “Another day we visited the Mills and Factories, the largest place 
being a horse blanket mill where my wife’s brother is foreman. They employ about 100 hands (workers) who are called 
helps. The blankets are made out of all the rubbish they can get together, all kinds of rags are bought in either cotton, 
woolen string or anything else is put through a machine and torn to pieces and when finished they look very well.” Then 
we visited a bucket shop that uses machines to make each day high quantity and quality ones. Then we visited a pottery 
shop, then a box shop where about 20 are employed, and then a tannery. “There are not more than 200 hands employed 
in the whole village, there are also a few small farms, 2 stores, and 1 butcher’s shop. Now I should not want to live in 
such a place for the reason you are tied to do business with one of these places for almost everything you require.”  
 
NOTE: An online ”History of Troy-NH Genealogy and History of Cheshire County NH” states that there were other 
business in Troy in 1880 than those mentioned above. These include: 2 hotels,  a firelighter manufactory, a shoe shop, a 
wagon shop, a brickyard, and the Monadnock Trout Ponds (for the artificial propagation of brook trout). This source also 
states that there were 2 churches (William Horsfall comments on them in Part II), 2 primary one-room schools and a 
grammar school for higher grades, a masonic hall, the town hall, a fire fighting company, and 100 or more homes.                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

“EXPERIENCING TROY NH IN 1883”  PART II 
 In Part I, William described the process of making shoddy, a fabric used in making the inexpensive horse 
blankets that fitted the form of the horse, that was made out of wool waste or clippings and other waste fabric. In 
addition to that made at the mill in the village there also was Ripley’s Shoddy Mill in the northern part of town that 
manufactured shoddy for use in the main mill. The Troy schools and businesses listed in Part I were those in the village 
area. There also were 3 primary schools in the rural areas such as on East Hill and West Hill.  In these areas in addition 
to the shoddy mill, there were grist and saw mills, a wheel making and machinist shop, shingle mills, and a cider mill.  
Many of the Troy manufacturing business were powered by water flowing in the many streams and brooks in the area.  
 Part II of this series, features his comments on the way people lived in Troy, especially customs that were 
different than those in England. His comments on this subject no doubt are the only ones known in existence on the way 
of life of the people of Troy in the middle to late 1800s.  Dr. M. T. Stone in his 1897 History of Troy incorporated 
comments on the organized bear and wolf hunts of the late 1700s and early 1800s that were in Dr. A.M. Caverly’s 1859 
History,  and he states that School Street, formerly named Raymond Avenue, was built as part of a real estate 
development on the old muster field, where in the later 1700s to early 1800s soldiers trained often with festivities in 
which many in the community participated. However, I have not found in this History 
other comments on the way of life in Troy. 
 The Way of Life In Troy 1883: Conducting Business, Entering Homes  And  
Walking From Place to Place, Getting Paid and Failing Creditors, Churches and 
Services, Town Entertainment, Town Support of the Poor, Leaving for a Four Week 
Tour. 
 Troy merchants would rather you pay for the goods you purchase by the month, 
keeping records in books each time you buy something. “And if they have any doubt 
that you will not pay they can go to the works where you are employed and have the 
amount they want from you stopped so that when you go for your money you are 
surprised that someone has been there before you.  Almost in every case you live in 
your employer’s house and if you are a good servant they will want to lend you money 
at 6% to buy a house for yourself which is usual in many cases and when you once live 
in their house you have hard work to leave it unless you go to another of theirs”. If “I 
made use of the word servant they would soon tell you they do not acknowledge any man as master. They call them 
‘Boss’ and when the Boss refers to his hands they will say my helps”. 
 “Another thing they do not do that is knock before entering which of course I do not admire. I do not know if 
this custom is different in large towns but in these country villages they mostly do as they like. They walk just where 
they think proper either on the railway track and over any farm they please and not interfere with them.” 
 “Then you receive your wages as a rule on the 15th of each month and sometimes it is a day or two over then 
you get paid up to the end of the previous month, so if I were to commence work on the 1st of the month I should be 6 or 
7 weeks before I had any money, but as I have said I could get whatever I wanted at the stores but you may be surprised 
they will have seen the master to see if all is right. Then again if anyone commences business and build themselves a 
house and have a Horse and Cart and Cow etc., should he then fail the creditors cannot interfere with them so long as 
you do not have 2 of a kind. I do not know if it applies to any other place or not as I believe each state make their own 
Laws”  
 “There are two churches in the village one Baptist and one Independent” (William Horsfall is referring to the 
Congregational Church. The British for years called churches that did not have a central denominational control like the 
Church of England or Anglican Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Methodist Church Independents because 
each church had complete authority over themselves independent of denominational control as did the Congregational 
Church in Troy ). “I went to the latter twice. I find as a rule the congregation do not take part in the singing.  The choirs 
sing a hymn then the minister offers up a prayer, the choir chants the Lord’s Prayer then another hymn. Here I was going 
to make a mistake. My mouth was open for a start but finding no one singing I stopped I think without being noticed. 
After the Hymn a chapter (from the Bible) was read by the Minister and Congregation, the minister reading the first 
sentence in each verse and the people finished it. After chapel the school commenced which lasted an hour. There is no 
other service during the day, only a prayer meeting at night, and on Wednesday night another prayer meeting for the 
young and on Thursday night one for old people.” 
 “This is all there is unless the young people get up an entertainment amongst themselves. When they do they 
have the Town Hall free of charge. They have a local Brass Band supported by the inhabitants.” 
 “They have no poor houses but if there is anyone who cannot support themselves they go to the selectmen and 
they find lodgings and pay for them out of the rates.” 
 William and Ann Horsfall and her brother, Thomas Birtwhistle, left Troy by train on May 29th for a four week 
tour of America as far away as Philadelphia and Niagara Falls.  



 
 
 

EXPERIENCING TROY NH IN 1883 PART III 
 After leaving Troy on May 29, 1883 for their 4 week tour of America, William and Ann Horsfall and Thomas 
Birtwhisle visited in Springfield MA with William’s sister and aunt and by the next day his brother in Thompson CT. 
They toured the mill where he worked and met a number of people who had relatives in Kidderminster, England. 
 Commenting in general on the Americans he had met to this point on his Tour of America, William states: “I 

may say that the Americans are a very persevering, clever, and sharp lot of people and at the 
same time are they full of Boast and dash. They think nothing impossible, but I believe our own 
people (the British) to be quite as clever and after a time they will I really believe surpass them.”  
 In this community they viewed the celebration of Decoration Day, first celebrated in the 
North in 1868.  By 1883 Decoration Day was celebrated about the same throughout New 
England, and we can assume a similar celebration was occurring in Troy. William Horsfall 
describes the celebration he and his wife and Thomas Birtwhistle observed as follows:  
“Decoration Day there was a General Holiday, what is meant by this all the soldiers that was 
killed in the Civil War was buried and on the 30th of May in each year their graves are decorated  
by friends with Flags and Flowers and some have the photos with the names of those interred. 
There is a procession formed with soldiers headed by a Band of Music, they march around the 
town and when they enter a cemetery they play that beautiful tune (the dead march) and at some 
of the graves one of the number will say a few appropriate words in memory, and another will 
offer a prayer after which they depart leaving a quantity of flowers on  each grave. This latter 
portion was done for the first time by the children of the various Sunday Schools and I think this 

is going to be the work of the school children in the future which I think will be properly attended to and undoubtedly 
they will take a pleasure in the work.”  
 Following a brief stay in Thompson CT the three of them toured Hartford including the state capitol buildings 
and went on touring a variety of communities and their factories in other states, especially textile ones, and points of 
interest. Notable among them are (1) Philadelphia including Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell and William 
reflecting that as British they were until after the Battle of New Orleans in January 1815, enemies of the USA and that 
the people wherever they went were so kind to them; (2) Niagara Falls and taking part in its tourist opportunities 
including a thrilling ride down the rapids;  (3) their final tour during this period, that of New York City, where they 
visited and walked across Brooklyn Bridge shortly after its official opening. This is a hybrid cable-styled suspension 
bridge which is one of the oldest bridges of either type in the United States, and still is in use today. They even saw 
electric lights glowing on a promenade only 4 years after Thomas Edison invented the first practical light bulb that lasted 
40 hours. Often William would add to the experience of their tour’s details such as the time of day, amount of money 
spent, where they stayed overnight, conversation with persons they met, and the results of his research related to their 
visits such as the dates when in the previous century chunks of rock fell off Niagara Falls and the immense weight of 
each massive section of the Brooklyn Bridge. 
 On June 22nd the three of them left New York by train, traveling for miles 
along the CT River filled with logs floating down it to sawmills further downstream, to 
Keene NH were they arrived too late to go by rail to Troy.  Having arrived in Keene, I 
will quote William, letting him tell the story from here as he and his wife and niece 
begin their final stay in Troy before leaving on the Cheshire Railroad:  
 “Too late for any train that night so we were 9 miles from home so we went to 
the first Livery Stable we came to. I hired a pair of horses to take us the remainder of 
our journey but we got home in very good time. Now we had a very good rest here 
from the 22nd to July 4th when we had to go to Boston to spend the last week there we had to divide our time into 3 
portions (The last one was a 10 day ocean voyage from Boston to Liverpool England from which they took a train to 
their home in Kidderminster). Here we did quite a lot of loafing as they call it in America. I will not attempt to tell how I 
spent the fortnight (14 days) we remained at our relations in Troy, only say we did not remain idle.” 
 “As I have said the village is surrounded with beautiful country there is a large quantity of land but very poor 
and rough therefore can be bought very cheap. I will give you an idea as to its value. A nephew owns about 1/3 of the 
village” (Dr. M. T Stone in his 1897 History of Troy explains this statement about the land owning nephew. On page 349 
he states that Elizabeth Ann, oldest child and daughter of Thomas A. and Susannah Birtwhistle, thereby a niece of Ann 
Horsfall, married Charles D. Farrar. Charles owned a business that manufactured wooden ware in the north end of town, 
was a successful businessman, and the largest real estate owner in Troy.) “and was saying how nicely it would be if it 
was worth $100. per acre. I told him that it must be worth that if anything at all. He laughed and said that some of it 
would be very near at 1/10 of the money. I went with him to a sale of mowing grass (hay for his horses and possibly 
cows and goats for milk and meat) as he thought he may possibly run short this winter as they have very long winters but 
he did not buy. I do not know whether he thought it went too high but I will tell you what price it fetched. Just to show 
you what poor ground it is, the first lot a 10 acre field was sold for 8 Dollars 45 cents, the second lot a 6 acre field went 



for 5 Dollars, the best lot being 11 acre field went for 15 Dollars, then there were 6 lots in all which reached the large 
amount of 56 Dollars and 45 cents --- but they have not got to pay large sums to an Auctioneer as any man can get out to 
sell anything by auction without fear of breaking the law.” 

EXPERIENCING TROY NH IN 1883 PART IV 
“William Horsfall Continues Comments Related to Their Second and Final Stay in Troy”  
 “I do not know if this applies to all parts of America or not as I have said the winters are very long and severe in 
some parts of America. They think nothing about having frost and snow on the ground for 5 or 6 months at a time and 
the ground is so hard that they can not possibly do anything with it. If there is a funeral in wintertime the Corpse have to 
be stored away in the Town’s Tomb until the weather breaks up. Speaking of funerals I will tell you their custom. If any 
of a family die all the rest stop work until the funeral is over if only a child, and should it be a relations to a manufacturer 
or one of the family of the Mill or Workshops are closed until the funeral is over. It makes it very expensive. To the poor 
as the Coffin or Casket is very expensive and they are buried in the very best clothes, and with the loss of work for all 
the family and other expenses makes it very bad for them. We went through some Casket Works in Thompson CT and 
they had some very expensive ones, a cast iron shell, lined, and polished with a glass front so that the Corpse may be 
seen without moving the lid.” 
 “And when anyone wants to be married the minister is sent for and the friends are invited to bride’s home where 
the ceremony takes place. I only tell you what I was told and can not speak from experience not being married in 
America and I don’t say I would like to be a married man in America or not for the women have all the protection the 
law can give them. For instance if a man knocks his wife about she can have him arrested and put in prison and if it 
occurs too often they make it rather severe for him. A woman is not compelled to put up with a drunken husband or a 
man a drunken woman. What they have to do is to lay a complaint, he or her are then taken is lodged in jail. If a man is 
found drunk or disorderly he is fined very heavily and if he offends again he is imprisoned, and so it does not pay a man 
to have more beer than he comfortably carry home.” 
 “But I believe you can not go into a Public House (“Pub” as they call them in Great Britain which is comparable 
to a bar or lounge) to sit and drink as you can here (in England). They simply go in and stand up to drink what they want. 
I visited a number of Dining Rooms and Hotels but in no case did I see anyone have Glass of Beer to his dinner; either a 
cup of Tea, Coffee, or Water is preferred. So I do not think a man has it put before him as here but there is a large 

quantity of fruit eaten at these places after dinner or Tea. I had both Strawberries, 
Blackberries, and several other fruits and I was surprised with the size of the 
Blackberries being so large and early. Now although we are having a rest here you 
would not want me to live you out so I will now stop.”  
 “On the 4th of July as you may know is a grand day in America and is a 
general holiday and every one thinks a lot of it. It is a day of rejoicing as this is the 
day they earned their independency when they conquered John Bull (a male 
national personification symbol of Great Britain in general and England in 
particular often found in political cartoons like Uncle Sam in the U.S.A.) and up to 
this present day we are called Greenhorns, but I believe the English are more ready 
to call us by that name than the real Americans and I am sorry to hear that our 
worst enemies are on the other side are those who ought to be our best friends, but 
on the contrary they are ready to take you by the hand for time to time but when 

you have settled down and do not say and do as they do they turn around tell you all about you that is bad and more than 
what is true. I saw and heard more of this in Thompson CT than I wished, but I am wandering away.*  
 As I said the 4th of July and every town and country is illuminated and mock Bands of Music and dressed as 
ridiculous as they possibly can and I think the small village of Troy was as busy as most of the places for its size. We 
were told to prepare for 12 o’clock at night as they would warn us English up and I must say if they did not warn up, 
they wakened us up and I shall never forget being wakened just at 12 o’clock. They prepare themselves and get into 
every place where there is a Bell kept whether they get permission to or not. There is a bell at each church and Town 
Hall and as soon as the clock strikes 12 every bell is rung as though they were pulled with one Cord. The procession 
starts with Tin Whistles, Tin Cans or anything they can get hold of. There are cannons placed at different places and one 
place they selected was close to our door, when it was let off. I can hardly tell you what I thought, but my wife seized 
hold of me and held me very tight for a second or two until we thought what it was and so the noise continued for Hours 
and in the evening a quantity of fireworks were let off, and so passed the 4th of July, and now our time is very short we 
prepare for off and so we started on Saturday morning the 7th for Boston.” (via the Cheshire Railroad) 
  
*NOTE:  During the 4 week Tour Of America between his 2 visits in Troy William Horsfall stated that he was amazed 
how the Americans were treating him as an Englishman with such kindness and respect considering that it had only been 
68 years since the last American battle with them, the Battle of New Orleans ending the War Of 1812, occurred in 
January 1815. Yet here he is showing animosity, not to all Americans, but to all those of both countries who at first act 
with kindness and then take advantage of you. 
  
 



 
 

“EXPERIENCING TROY NH IN 1883” PART V 
“ Experiencing The Carriages On The Cheshire Railroad”  
 William Horsfall rode the Cheshire Railroad 3 times.  He first arrived in Troy on it with his wife, Ann, and their 
niece, Mary Ellen Hartley, and they left on it to tour the greater Boston MA area and return to England after a second 
stay. In between their two stays in Troy he and Ann and her brother, Thomas Birtwhistle, left Troy on it as part of a 4 
week tour of America, and they returned via a railroad between New York City and Keene, then to Troy via horse and 
carriage. What William has to say about riding in the carriages may be the only account in existence on this experience. 
The following was written by him before their arrival in Troy at the Depot for their first stay here: 
 “We got to Fall River (MA) and were taken directly to the train and was soon on our way by Rail. I was 
surprised with the comfort and convenience there is in an American Railway Carriage as they are open from end to end. 
There is one carriage on each train for smokers with a Table for every Two seats put specially for card playing. In the 
other carriages you all face your journey and there are 14 or 15 seats on each side suitable for 2 on each seat. They are 
beautifully cushioned and the Floor Carpeted. In one corner there is a large stove to warm the carriage in Winter and in 
another corner a large Ice Box where you can get cool drink any time and should there not be one a man goes round very 
often with water and Glasses. In another corner there is everything you require in case of fire. In fact there is every 
convenience. Every time the Engine starts the conductor walks from end to end of the Train to see the Tickets of those 
who have just got in and also where to change so it is almost impossible for anyone to get lost. If you wanted to sleep 
you place your Ticket in your Hat where the conductor can see it. Then you can go on sleeping and when it is time to 
change he will come and tell you. There is also a newsboy travels with each Train so you can buy any Book or Paper you 
want and all kinds of fruit in season. But they did not bring us any Tea but we managed to get one cup each the first 
place we stopped which was Taunton but that was all we had the chance to have. We went traveling through many a 
rough country. We went through Fitchburg to New Hampshire and then to Troy”.  
 After having toured America mainly by train with side local trips via horse and carriage, William and Ann and 
their niece had one last train ride on their tour, the approximate 110 mile journey from Liverpool to Kidderminster, 
England where they lived. William commented that they soon could “see the difference between an American Railway 
Carriage and ours as there is not the comfort here as they have.” He ended the tour in England with nothing but praise for 
the American railroad carriages, and I am sure with fond memories of the three trips he took to and from Troy NH in part 
via the Cheshire Railroad. 
 

“THOSE ON THE TOUR OF AMERICA IN 1883 AFTER IT 
ENDED” 
 Mary Ellen Hartley lived in England for an undetermined length of time and 
then returned to Troy where in 1890 she married Herbert P. Thompson of this town. 
They became the parents of 6 children and 2 that were stillborn. Daughter Harriet 
married Warren Brown of Troy, and via their daughter’s, Norma, marriage to Herbert 
Drugg of this town Mary Ellen became the great-grandmother of Marilyn Woods of 
Troy. Herbert P. Thompson, who became Troy’s postmaster in 1897, built next to the Red Shed on the 
west side of the Common a building in which he and Mary Ellen, who also served as Troy’s town nurse, 
operated a combination store and post office. After his death in 1910, Mary Ellen became postmaster and 
continued operating the store nearly to the time of her death in 1947 and for some years the post office in 
this building. 
 Thomas A. Birtwhisle continued on for years as a foreman at Troy Blanket Mills possibly until 
near the time of his death in 1910. Dr. M. T. Stone’s 1897 History of Troy states that Thomas “has been 
an industrious, temperate, and upright citizen and has been able by these habits to accumulate some 
property, and has taken a deep interest in the affairs of the town”.  Stone states that Thomas was the first 
to buy a lot and build a house in the Raymond Avenue, now School Street, subdivision established in 

1889 which at one time had been the old muster field for the training of soldier 
 William Horsfall continued as manager of the Naylor and Naylor carpet 
factory in Kidderminster until his retirement in 1892,  It is the understanding of his 
family in Troy that he returned to Troy where he worked as a leader at Troy Blanket 
Mills. This must have been not more than a few years because he died in England in 
1897 and is buried with Ann in Kidderminster. What has been most intriguing to me 
is the date of his retirement as a carpet factory manager.  My family history includes 
my great-grandmother, Sarah Collins Moore Wheeler, and her second husband, 
Edward Wheeler, being recruited by the Troy Blanket Mills with passage paid from a 
carpet factory in Kidderminster, and emigrating to Troy the next year, 1893. The close 

friendship between William and Thomas Birtwhistle and the fact that my ancestors were recruited from a Kidderminster 



carpet factory leads me to believe that William  recommended them and perhaps others who emigrated to Troy in the 
1890s. He may have made these recommendations first hand after he and Ann emigrated to Troy for a while after 1892. 
 

“GROWING IN THE SPIRIT OF TROY” 
 Great changes beginning in the 1890s in Troy have accelerated over the years since 1883 leading to the way it is 
today. Many before and after 1883 are excellently described in the online via Google publication “Troy Village Historic 
District” which I highly recommend for you to read. We can see by reading the articles monthly in the Troy Town News 
they are occurring today and will continue in the future. What has never changed from before Troy was incorporated to 
the present is what I call “the Spirit of Troy” which is as William Horsfall stated the day after his first stay in Troy: 
“They (Americans) think nothing impossible”. This belief is based on a positive picture in our minds or vision of what 
needs to be done in the future and a willingness to work hard to achieve it. This is biblically stated by Jesus in a number 
of similar verses such as Mark 9:23 and Luke 18:27 that all things are possible if we only believe. He further assured us 
in similar statements in Matthew 21:21-22 and Mark 11:23-24 that whatsoever you desire when you pray believe you 
have received it already (picture it accomplished and hold on to it over a period of time), and you will have it. 
Conversely when we concentrate on negative images and worry this too usually comes to pass but with negative and 
often destructive results.  
 This positive vision and willingness to work hard to achieve it can be found throughout the history of Troy and 
is the key as to how it was successfully incorporated as a town 200 years ago. People starting with Thomas Tolman who 
built a house known today as “the Red Shed” in 1769 found the land in the valley between East and West hills very 
desirable as a place to live, farm, and because of the convergence of so many moving streams a place where products 
could be manufactured using water wheels to produce water power to turn the machines. Quite rapidly a village grew 
and a community was formed in which people identified themselves as being part of it. 
Nevertheless they were divided as citizens with legal obligations to either Marlborough or 
Fitzwilliam because the town line between these incorporated townships ran east and west through 
the middle of the village. Poor road conditions made it very difficult and in winter often 
impossible to travel on their heavy and cumbersome wagons to in the centers of these towns to 
shop, attend church, vote on town meeting days, etc. The best solution was to have land ceded by 
these two towns, Richmond, and Swanzey and be legally incorporated into a new township. 
 Attempts were repeatedly made to do this beginning in 1781 which at first did not come to 
fruition, but the people held onto the vision and even built a meeting house from 1813-1814 for 
religious and civic purposes, now Troy Town Hall, until finally the towns had ceded the land and a 
new town was incorporated by action of the NH legislature and the governor on June 23, 1815 as 
Troy NH.  
 Throughout its subsequent history the people have had positive visions that with hard 
work have been achieved success such as Thomas Goodall envisioning a new and more desirable 
design and  inexpensive process for making horse blankets giving rise to Troy Blanket Mills 
which for years was the backbone of the Troy economy. The churches, schools, new businesses, civic organizations, the 
World War II Memorial recreation program at the Sand Dam starting in the 1940s and now the location of a fine 
community center, and so many other accomplishments over the years and going on today have come out of this positive 
vision of the future and a willingness to work hard to hard to achieve it.  Those of us who grew up in Troy with a solid 

foundation of learning and experiences which fostered the spirit of Troy in us can rightfully say we may 
live away from Troy but this town continues to live on in us and through us as we work to make a 
positive difference in this world. May the spirit of Troy grow, blossom, and flourish in Troy as a 
community and in each of us for generations to come. 
 
 

“TROY AS AN OUTCOME OF THE WAR OF 1812” 
 Many of the negotiations that led to incorporation of Troy NH as a township occurred just after 
the end of the War of 1812. The naming of this town grew out of interpretations of the initials on boxes 
of meat distributed during the war to the troops by a meatpacker in Troy NY, formerly with his wife, 

Betsey, and partner brother, Ebenezer, from Mason NH, and affectionately known throughout this area of New York as 
”Uncle Sam” Wilson. When the soldiers as well as some of his employees saw the initials “US” on the boxes for “United 
States” they said they stood for ”Uncle Sam” and when they saw the initials “USA” they said that they meant “Uncle 
Sam’s Army”. This caught on nationwide, and when a caricature of Uncle Sam was used beginning in the 1830’s in 
political cartoons as meaning the Federal Government he evolved into being officially adopted as our national symbol in 
1961. In the deliberations in 1815 by the NH legislature on incorporating a new town from land ceded by 4 existing ones 
Captain Benjamin Mann, Betsey’s father and influential legislator, suggested that it be named in honor of his daughter 
and famous son in law by naming it after the city where they lived and Samuel first became famous as Uncle Sam. After 
it was noted that he had 7 relatives in the new town it was incorporated as Troy NH. 
 


